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Glossary of Terms 
 

AMOW All My Own Work 
NESA NSW Educational Standards Authority 
ROSA Record of School Achievement  
HSC High School Certificate 
UNITS Units of Study – Minimum 12 in the Year 11 Course and 10 in the Year 12 course 
SYLLABUS Document outlining course content  
ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank – calculated from formal HSC examinations 
BDC Board Developed Course  
BEC Board Endorsed Course  
VET Vocational Education and Training 
EVET or TVET External Vocational Education and Training studies through TAFE 
PREREQUISITES Subjects required to study a University course 
UAC University & Colleges Admission Centre 
N AWARD Non-Completion of a course 
AQF Australian Qualification Framework 
USI Unique Student Identifier 

Introduction 
This course information handbook provides you with information relating to senior subjects on offer at St 
Joseph’s Catholic College Aberdeen. You are encouraged to discuss your course options with your parents 
carefully to ensure that you find a positive balance between your academic strengths and your general study 
interests.  
 
For further information about specific course descriptions and requirements, please speak directly with the 
course teacher or visit the NESA website https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/hsc/subject-
selection for choosing HSC subjects or review Stage 6 curriculum and syllabus information at 
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/Understanding-the-curriculum/syllabuses-a-
z.  
 
The curriculum framework organises courses based on “units of study”. While there is an emphasis on the 
amount of time devoted to the course each year, there are definite expectations relating to the level of effort 
and achievement, which students must reach.  

HSC Minimum Standard 

From 2020, students need to demonstrate they have met a minimum standard in literacy and numeracy to be 
eligible for a HSC. Students will show they meet the HSC minimum standard by passing online tests of basic 
literacy and numeracy skills, which are available for them to sit when they are ready in Year 10, 11 and 12 and 
after the HSC. Any eligible student will have two opportunities each year to sit the tests. 
About the tests: 

Reading: 45 multiple choice computer adaptive questions (45 minutes) 
Numeracy: 45 multiple choice computer adaptive questions (45 minutes) 
Writing: answer one question out of a choice of two prompts.  

Refer to the NESA website for more information and resources for parents, students and schools  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/hsc/subject-selection
https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/hsc/subject-selection
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/Understanding-the-curriculum/syllabuses-a-z
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/Understanding-the-curriculum/syllabuses-a-z
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/minimum-hsc-standard
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Types of HSC Courses 
2 Unit Courses are undertaken for 120 (indicative) hours as a Year 11 Course and for 120 (indicative) 
hours as a Year 12 HSC Course.  

 
1 Unit Courses are able. They are undertaken for 60 (indicative) hours. Year 11 Course in Studies of 
Religion or as an additional unit for example English and Maths Extension. 
A second extension course in English and Maths may also be added to the Year 12 HSC program 
involving a further 60 (indicative) hours. English Extension 2 and Maths Extension 2 may only be studied 
if a student has satisfactorily completed the Year 11 Extension 1 course. 
Additional 1 Unit Extension Courses may be offered in other subjects to students who meet the required 
criteria. 

 
To be eligible for the award of a Higher School Certificate, candidates are required to follow a program of study. 
Both the Year 11 and Year 12 pattern of study must include: 

o 2 units of compulsory English 
o at least 6 units of Board Developed Courses 
o at least 3 courses of 2 units value or greater 
o at least 4 subjects (including English) 
o a maximum of 6 units of Science may be included in the Year 11 pattern of study  
o a maximum of 7 units of Science may be included in the Year 12 pattern of study.  
o At St Joseph’s students are required to study at least 1 unit of Religious Studies. They may be either the 

Studies of Religion (BDC) or the Studies in Catholic Thought (BEC) 
 
What must students do to gain the HSC? 

Students must satisfactorily complete the Year 11 course before they are eligible to commence the 
corresponding HSC course. English is the only compulsory subject for the HSC.  

Board Developed Courses (BDC). 

These are the large number of courses that are set and externally examined by NESA including courses in the 
areas of English, Mathematics, Science, Technology, Creative Arts, Personal Development, Health and Physical 
Education (PDHPE), Human Society and its Environment (HSIE), Languages. These courses may contribute to 
the calculation of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

Board Endorsed Courses (BEC) – Non ATAR  

Board Endorsed Courses cater for students in specific areas of need not served by Board Developed Courses. 
These courses are delivered by schools in Years 7–12. Some VET courses are Board Endorsed . They contribute 
to the HSC but do not contribute to the calculation of the ATAR.  

Special education (Life Skills) - If you have special education needs you can attain your HSC by studying Life 
Skills courses. There are specific entry requirements for the Life Skills courses and you still need to meet the 
general eligibility and study patterns to earn your HSC. Life Skills courses do not count towards the ATAR. 

 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/life-skills.html
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/life-skills.html
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Vocational Education and Training (VET)  
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What are the different English and Mathematics 
courses?  
English Course Options 

All students undertaking the Higher School Certificate (HSC) must study an English course. At St Joseph's, 
students can choose from three English pathways: English Advanced, English Standard, and English Studies. 
Each course develops essential skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking, while 
providing different levels of challenge and areas of focus. 

English Advanced 

English Advanced is designed for students who enjoy reading, analysing, and discussing complex texts and 
ideas. Students engage with a range of literary and non-literary texts and develop sophisticated skills in critical 
thinking, interpretation, and composition. 

The course encourages students to explore how language shapes meaning, perspectives, and human 
experiences. 

Students are expected to read widely, think independently, and communicate with precision and insight. 

Students studying English Advanced may also elect to study English Extension 1 and English Extension 2. These 
courses provide additional academic challenge through specialised study, independent investigation, and the 
opportunity to produce a Major Work. 

English Advanced is generally suited to students who: 

• Enjoy reading and discussing literature. 

• Willing to complete assigned reading and writing tasks outside the classroom. 

• Demonstrate strong analytical and writing skills. 

• Are self-motivated to engage with complex ideas and challenging texts. 

• May be interested in studying English Extension courses. 

English Standard 

English Standard is designed for students who wish to further develop their communication, analytical, and 
composition skills through the study of quality texts and contemporary issues. 

Students explore how language is used to inform, persuade, entertain, and represent ideas across a range of 
contexts. The course develops students' confidence as communicators while strengthening the literacy skills 
required for further study, employment, and everyday life. 

English Standard is generally suited to students who: 

• Enjoy English and are willing to engage thoughtfully with texts. 

• Willing to complete assigned reading and writing tasks outside the classroom. 

• Want to continue developing strong reading and writing skills. 

• Benefit from a balanced course that combines literary study with practical communication. 
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• Are considering a range of future pathways, including university, TAFE, apprenticeships, or 
employment. 

English Studies 

English Studies is designed for students seeking a practical and applied English course that supports future 
study, vocational pathways, employment, and active participation in society. 

Students develop communication and literacy skills through real-world contexts, contemporary issues, 
workplace communication, and a variety of literary and non-literary texts. The course emphasises the 
purposeful use of language in everyday life while continuing to develop students' ability to analyse, interpret, 
and create texts. 

Students studying English Studies may choose to complete the optional HSC examination. Completion of this 
examination is required if students wish the course to contribute towards the calculation of an ATAR. 

English Studies is generally suited to students who: 

• Prefer practical and applied learning experiences. 

• Prefer minimal homework due to study and work commitments. 

• Are interested in workplace, community, and real-world applications of English. 

• Wish to develop strong communication skills for future employment, training, or further study at 
university. 

• May wish to pursue an ATAR pathway through completion of the optional HSC examination. 

Choosing the Right Course 

Students should select the English course that best matches their interests, learning preferences, academic 
strengths, and future goals. Success in Stage 6 English is not determined by choosing the most difficult course, 
but by choosing the course that provides an appropriate level of challenge and allows students to achieve their 
personal best. 

Mathematics 

The two main courses are Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics Standard  

Mathematics Advanced is a Board Developed Course which involves the study of calculus. It is a co-requisite 
or prerequisite for the higher-level course Mathematics Extension 1. The highest-level course is Mathematics 
Extension 2 which is designed for students with a special-interest in mathematics who have shown a special 
aptitude for the subject. Mathematics Extension 2 can be undertaken concurrently with, or following the study 
of, Mathematics Extension 1. 

Mathematics Standard is also a 2-unit Board Developed Course in Mathematics. It does not involve the study 
of calculus. It is designed for students who wish to enter occupations that require the use of a variety of 
mathematical and statistical techniques. . In Year 12, students can elect to study either the Standard 1 course 
or the Standard 2 course To be eligible for an ATAR, students studying the Mathematics Standard 1 course must 
undertake a pattern of study to satisfy the ATAR requirements and complete the optional HSC examination.  

Numeracy Stage 6 (BEC) is a new course focused on the development and consolidation of core numeracy 
skills. These skills are developed through authentic and relevant learning scenarios such as budgeting, 
shopping, record and account keeping, and a range of real-life activities requiring numeracy. The course is 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/syllabus2000_listm.html#mathematics
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/mathematics-general.html
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aligned to the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) Level 3, a nationally agreed level of functional 
numeracy. 

Religion 
Compulsory at St Joseph’s and all Catholic Schools in the diocese. 
Studies of Religion – (BDC) may count towards your ATAR 
Studies in Catholic Thought – (BEC) non ATAR 
 
Choosing your HSC courses or ‘subject selection' 

Your aim is to attain the best HSC result you can. So, you should choose courses that you are good at, 
interested in and may use in the future. 

When considering which courses to study, explore the content of a course. For example, what are the course 
outcomes? Will you be required to submit a major work, or perform, as part of your exams? Talk with your 
teachers about your strengths and weaknesses, as well as individual course requirements, before making your 
selections. 

Consider your future career options 
 

Which career area/s interest you the most at the moment? 

What sort of training would you prefer to enter this career with? 
• University 
• TAFE 
• Forces 
• Apprenticeship 
• Private Provider 

In both Year 11 and Year 12 your course selection must include at least six units of Board Developed Courses, 
two of which must be English; three courses of two units or greater; and four subjects. 

Most courses are worth two units, although some, including HSC Extension courses, are worth one unit. You 
must satisfactorily complete a Year 11 course before you can continue studying that course for your HSC. 

If you want an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), check that you are studying at least 10 units of 
eligible Board Developed Courses. In NSW, your ATAR is based on an aggregate of scaled HSC marks in 10 units 
of HSC courses comprising your: 

• best 2 units of English 
• best 8 units from your remaining Board Developed units 

 
Understanding HSC results 

The HSC documents issued by (NESA) NSW Educational Standards Authority provide detailed information on a 
student's achievements at school; however, they do not include information on how punctual a student is or 
his/her attitude to work. Further information, including attendance details and attitude towards study, may be 
contained in the documents issued by the student's school. These usually include school reports, references 
and documents relating to work experience and community involvement. 

 

Stage 6 RoSA grades:  At the end of the Year 11 course, the school using the Common Grade Scale of  A–E 
grades for Stage 6 Year 11 courses (other than Life Skills and Vocational Educational and Training (VET) 

https://www.education.gov.au/australian-core-skills-framework
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/rosa/principals-teachers/common-grade-scale-pre-courses.html
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courses) submit RoSA grades to NESA, these grades are added to your Stage 5 ROSA grades obtained at the 
end of Year 10. 
 
Assessment mark:  School-based assessment tasks measure performance in a wider range of course 
outcomes than can be tested in an external examination. Students are required to complete a number of 
assessment tasks for most courses, which may include tests, written or oral assignments, practical activities, 
fieldwork and projects. Schools submit an HSC assessment mark based on performance in these tasks for 
every student in every course. NESA puts the marks through a process of moderation to allow a fair comparison 
of marks in each course across different schools. 
 
VET course assessment is competency-based and will be assessed through integrated competency tasks 
using observation, questions, structured activities & other assessment methods. Students are progressively 
assessed as either ‘competent’ or ‘not yet competent’ to determine their eligibility to be awarded the Nationally 
recognised qualification being studied. VET Board Developed courses have an optional HSC examination which 
will contribute towards the ATAR, providing the student sits the HSC examination. 
 
Examination mark:  The examination mark for each course shows the student's performance in the NESA HSC 
examination for that course. The examination consists of a written paper and, for some courses, may include 
speaking and listening examinations, practical examinations, or major works that are submitted for external 
marking. Each student's achievement is assessed and reported against set standards of performance. 
 
HSC mark:  The HSC mark is a 50:50 combination of a student's external examination mark and the moderated 
school-based assessment mark for each course. 
 
Performance band:  A student's HSC mark for each course will fall within one of six performance bands, where 
the highest achievement is Band 6 (90–100 marks) and where the minimum standard expected is 50 marks. A 
performance band of E1–E4 is shown for Extension courses. Each performance band is aligned to what a 
student at that level of performance typically knows, understands and can do. 
 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

The HSC results are used by the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) to calculate a rank order of students 
known as the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). The ATAR is not a mark, nor is it a summary of the 
HSC. It is a ranking system used to allocate university placements.  

The UAC releases the ATAR the day after NESA releases the HSC results. The UAC calculates the university 
admission ranks each year using students’: 

• moderated assessment marks (before alignment with the standards), and 
• total exam marks (before alignment with the standards). 

The calculation of an ATAR is optional. To be eligible for an ATAR, students must satisfactorily complete at least 
10 units of certain Board Developed Courses  

For more information please visit the UAC website 

https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/subject-compass

http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/go/seniorstudy/how_your_HSC_works/
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/go/seniorstudy/how_your_HSC_works/
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/go/seniorstudy/how_your_HSC_works/
http://www.uac.edu.au/
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/yourhsc/step7-moderating-assessment-marks.html
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/yourhsc/step8-judges-apply-the-standards.html
https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/subject-compass
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Stage 6 Subjects  
RELIGION  

NOTE: It is compulsory to study one of the following Religion courses at St Joseph’s Aberdeen 
Leader of Learning: Mrs Kristy Roach 

Studies in Catholic 
Thought 1  

 (BEC)  

Studies in Catholic Thought 
2  

(BEC)  

Studies of Religion 1 
(BDC)  

Studies of Religion 
2U(BDC)  

 
ENGLISH  

NOTE: English is compulsory in the HSC 
Leader of Learning: Ms Emma-Louise Scott  

English Studies (BDC)  English Standard (BDC)  English Advanced (BDC)  English Extension 1 (BDC)  

 
MATHEMATICS  

Leader of Learning: Mrs Melanie Ritter 

Numeracy (BEC)  Mathematics Standard 
(BDC)   

Mathematics Advanced 
(BDC) 

Mathematics Extension 1 
(BDC)  

 
SCIENCE 

Leader of Learning: Ms Janene Thompson 

Biology (BDC)  Physics (BDC)  Chemistry (BDC)  

Investigating Science (BDC)  Agriculture (BDC)  Earth & Environmental Science 
(BDC)  

 
HSIE  

Leader of Learning: Mrs Wendy Thomas 

Geography (BDC) Society & Culture (BDC)  Economics (BDC)  Business Studies (BDC)  

Modern History (BDC)  Ancient History (BDC)  Legal Studies (BDC)  Aboriginal Studies (BDC)  

 
PDHPE 

Leader of Learning: Mr Steve Sokulsky 

Community & Family 
Studies (BDC) 

Health and Movement 
Science (BDC)  

Exploring Early Childhood 
(BEC)  

Sport, Leisure and 
Recreation (BEC)  
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CREATIVE ARTS 
Leader of Learning: Mrs Dent 

Dance (BDC)  
CSO external courss 

Visual Arts (BDC)  Photography Video & 
Digital Imaging (C)  

Music 1 (BDC)  Drama (BDC)  

 
LANGUAGES  

Note: Languages other than Japanese can be studied online through Distance Education Schools for an additional cost to 
the students of approx. $800 per year 

Leader of Learning: Mrs Dent 

Japanese Beginners (BDC) Japanese Continuers (BDC) French Beginners (BDC) 

 
TECHNOLOGY and APPLIES STUDIES 

Leader of Learning: Mrs Kirralee Green 

Enterprise Computing (BDC) Software Engineering (BDC) Industrial Technology – Timber, 
Multimedia or Graphics (BDC) 

Food Technology (BDC) Textiles and Design (BDC) Engineering Studies (BDC) 

 
VET  

Industry Curriculum Framework – taught at St Joseph’s 
Leader of Learning: Mr Caelli 

Construction (BDC) Hospitality (BDC) Primary Industries (BDC) Manufacturing & 
Engineering (BEC) 

 

TAFE and School Based Apprenticeship / Traineeship (SBAT) 
Leader of Learning: Mrs Kylie Watkins 

NOTE: Various External VET Courses may be available each year at the discretion of the TAFE (see examples below) and at an 
additional cost (family contribution) to the student. Applications are available from Mrs Watkins and have strict application closing 
dates before the end of the year. Successful applications are notified towards the end of Term 4. Students will be required to select 

a school-based backup subject until the TAFE course is up and running. Some examples of EVET courses that may be available 
include  

Electrotechnology  Automotive  Early Childhood 
Education Care  

Salon Assistant (Hairdressing)  

It is possible to commence an apprenticeship or traineeship while completing the HSC. Please see read the information available 
on the NESA website and then speak to Mrs Watkins. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-and-study-pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-
traineeships  

 

Distance Education 
Leader of Learning: Mr Bristow/Mrs Shipman 

Any subject (including languages) that we cannot offer is available through a Distance Education School. This is an additional cost 
to the student of approx. $800 per year. Closing dates are mid-November. Please see Mr Bristow/Mrs Shipman for more 

information. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-and-study-pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-traineeships
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/career-and-study-pathways/school-based-apprenticeships-and-traineeships
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Additional Stage Subject Selection Information 
Further written information on each subject is available in the Compass School Documentation → Subject 
Selection Information →  → Subjects folder. 

 
Additionally, videos on each subject made by our staff are also available on the school website. (Scroll down to 
find this information) 

 

https://www.aberdeen.catholic.edu.au/learning/electives/
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Electives Quiz 
Name:………………………………………………………….. Pastoral Class……………………………… 

For the listed subjects below indicate if they are: 

(i) Category ie BDC or BEC 
(ii) Number of HSC units of study ie 1 Unit or 2 Unit  
(iii) Counts towards an ATAR ie Yes, No or Maybe 
(iv) Requires a major project as part of my HSC 

 
 Subject Category Units ATAR 

eligible 
Major 

Project 
1.  Biology       
2.  Construction     
3.  Drama        
4.  English Extension 1     
5.  English Studies     
6.  Exploring Early Childhood     
7.  Geography     
8.  Hospitality     
9.  Industrial Technology     
10.  Enterprise Computing     
11.  Investigating Science     
12.  Japanese     
13.  Manufacturing and Engineering     
14.  Mathematics Extension 2     
15.  Mathematics Standard     
16.  Music     
17.  Numeracy     
18.  Personal Development Health and Physical Education     
19.  Photography Video and Digital Imaging     
20.  Primary Industries     
21.  Studies in Catholic Thought     
22.  Studies of Religion     
23.  Retail Services     
24.  Sport Lifestyle and Recreation Studies     
25.  Visual Arts     

 
 

26. How many units of Board Developed Course must you do to be eligible for a HSC? ______________ 

27. How many units of study must you complete in Year 11? _________________ 

28. How many units of study must you complete in Year 12? _________________ 

29. How many hours of study in total for a 2 unit course? _________________ 

https://youtu.be/zK1pf_kCqGQ
https://youtu.be/nJ9pM07q-nQ
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30. What are the only compulsory subjects that you must study to obtain a HSC at St Joseph’s Aberdeen? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

31. What the maximum number of units of science you can study in Year 11? _________________________ 

32. Is an ATAR compulsory? _______________ 

33. What do you need an ATAR for? _________________________________________________________ 

35. How many BEC (Board Endorsed Courses) can you count towards you ATAR? ________ 

36. Do I need to satisfactorily complete Year 11 before I can commence Year 12? _____________ 

37. Do I receive a certificate if I leave school at the end of Year 11? ________________________________ 

38. How much of your school based assessments in Year 12 count towards my HSC? __________________ 

39. How many marks do I need to get in a HSC exam to get a band 6? _____________________ 

40. What two online platforms can I find the school produced videos on each subject?  

_________________________________________ and __________________________________________ 

41. Can I change my subjects next year if I find I don’t like them? __________________________________ 

42. Can I study a TAFE course and the HSC at the same time? _____________________________________ 

43. Can I start an apprenticeship or traineeship and study the HSC? _________________________________ 

44. Completing the HSC is the only way that I can attend a university? ______________________________ 

45. Can I drop a subject in Year 12? __________________________________________________________ 

46. Can I pick up a new subject in Year 12?____________________________________________________ 

47. Do all HSC subjects have an HSC examination? _____________________________________________ 

48. What doe BEC stand for? _______________________________________________________________ 

49. What does BDC stand for? ______________________________________________________________ 

50. Can I do a traineeship and the HSC at the same time?__________________________________________ 


